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Flowchart – Domestic ballast water management steps 

 
Ship en route to Victorian State
waters with intention of visiting
or anchoring at a Victorian Port

Complete Victorian Ballast Water
Report Form (Report Form).

If ballast is permanent fresh water, 
then ship is exempt from reporting 

(no further action required) 

YesNo 

Does ship contain any 
 Australian-sourced domestic  

ballast water on board? 

Send Report Form to EPA. 
No further management 

required by EPA. Ship must 
meet any AQIS requirements 
for international ballast water. 

Low 
Risk High

Risk

No Yes 

Send Ballast Water Log and 
Report Form to EPA. Ship 
may discharge domestic 

ballast water provided EPA 
has given written approval 

Commence completion of Ballast
Water Log and determine if the

ballast water is high-risk or low-risk
using the BWDSS. If the BWDSS is

not used, ballast water will be
considered high-risk.

Do you intend to discharge this 
high-risk ballast water?

Send Ballast Water Log and
Report Form to EPA. Ship
MUST NOT discharge any
high-risk domestic ballast

water.

Ship must treat high-risk 
ballast water using accepted 

treatment method. Send 
Ballast Water Log and Report 

Form to EPA. Ship may 
discharge treated ballast water 

in Victorian waters provided EPA 
has given written approval 

Ship enters a Victorian Port and will be subject to verification inspections to ensure compliance with these (above) policy requirements. 

 


